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A Dynamic Baptism 
(Chapter 8) 

 
In the evangelical Church there is a great lack of appreciation and 
understanding of the profound and powerful significance of the 
sacraments.  Last Sunday we celebrated the Lord’s Supper…we also had 
a baptism during our worship. 
   
I am amazed at how little notice is taken in evangelical preaching and 
writing on either of these.   
 
Oh we would not think of leaving them out they belong to our tradition.  
But in our liturgy their meaning and power have been lost. 
 
That brings us to our first point. 
 
I  THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BAPTISM IS THE 
   SPIRITUAL REALITY NOT THE OUTWARD FORM 
 

21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. 
And as he was praying, heaven was opened  22  and the Holy 
Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove.  

 
I read those words once in a Bible study when I was teaching a group of 
teenagers.  At least one of those “high schoolers” realized how radical 
the scene was and he said, “Now that was a baptism!  What if that 
happened in our church every time someone was baptized?!” 
 
That comment changed what I taught that day.  I turned to that student 
and said, “Something supernatural did happen when you were baptized.” 
 
That day with Jesus God the Father pulled back the veil and took the 
blinders off so that what was transpiring spiritually could be physically 
seen.  All of that could have happened and been hidden--so that John 
and the people only saw Jesus baptized with water, and did not see the 
heavens torn open, or the Holy Spirit descending, or hear the voice of 
the Father.  Today often what we do in the Church is nothing more than 
empty form because we have lost sight of what is really taking place in 
baptism.   
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In many churches people are baptized as infants, grow up and say the 
creed, take the Lord’s Supper, go through all the ceremony every Sunday, 
are married and buried in the church and have no idea what any of it 
means—to them it is just empty ceremony.   
 
It is easy to keep the outward form and forget the substance.  A Christian 
who had a cat spent several minutes each day reading and praying in his 
bedroom.  He would read from Scripture and then say a brief prayer.  As 
he grew spiritually he meditated on the Scripture and his prayers were 
longer.  However, as his Bible study and prayer time lengthened his cat 
would interrupt.  She would rub against his leg and purr and he would be 
distracted.  So every morning during his prayer time he put a collar 
around the cat’s neck and tied her to the bedpost.  The cat didn’t seem 
to mind and he could have a long and quiet devotional, without 
interruption.   
 
His daughter noticed how much this time meant to him and so when she 
grew up she established her own time of reading and prayer in her 
bedroom.  The too tied her cat to the bedpost and proceeded to her 
devotions.  But life moved faster for her generation and she did not 
spend as much time in prayer as her father. 
 
Then her son grew up and wanted to make sure that he preserved the 
spiritual family tradition that he had learned from his mother and 
grandfather.  But the pace of life had quickened all the more and he just 
did not have time to read the Bible and pray.  However, he went out and 
bought a cat and tied her to bedpost every morning while he dressed. 
 
That is my favorite story about those of us who keep the form and let go 
of the reality.  Sometimes I am in places where people are keeping and 
practicing some very profound and deep Christ centered ceremony and it 
is too obvious that they do not really know what they are doing.  I always 
say to myself—they are tying the cat to bedpost. 
 
The Republicans of the French Revolution were atheists.  Trying to free 
the land from Christianity, they introduced civil marriages and civil 
funerals.  But the people wanted more so they even introduced civil 
baptisms.  They poured white wine on the baby’s head and pronounced, 
“I baptize you in the name of liberty, equality, and fraternity.  Viva La 
Repulique!” 
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They carried a Christian ceremony in some form over into their 
unbelieving world but they wanted no part of the spiritual reality behind 
it. 
 
LUK 3:16  John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But one 
more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
 
Some has asked the disturbing question, “What would change about 
your church if God took away the Holy Spirit?”  I would press the 
question, “What would happen in your Christian life if God took away the 
Holy Spirit?”  For  many it would be no change,  because the Christian life 
is all outward form. 
 
Martin Lloyd-Jones:  “It is one thing to preach the Word--it is quite 
another to preach in the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
We can change that:  “It is one thing to live by the Word—it is quite 
another to live in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The significance of the baptism is the spiritual reality not the outward 
form 
 
II JESUS WAS IDENTIFIED BY HIS BAPTISM—SO 
   ARE WE   
 
This is how John identified the Messiah!  
 
JOH 1:32  Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down 
from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 
33  I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to 
baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come 
down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' 
34  I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God." 
 
 
Elizabeth, John mother, no doubt told him about his cousin born just a 
few months later than John.  She had to tell him about the angel who 
came to his father and then to Joseph and Mary.  She probably told him 
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about the prophecies the angel made concerning him.  He knew 
Jesus…they were related.  But all of this was what someone else told 
him.  Along the way in the desert God told him that the man you baptize 
and see the Spirit descend on him and stay—that man you will KNOW is 
the Messiah. 
 
What John’s mother and father had told him –that was confirmed at the 
baptism of Jesus. 
 
So through his baptism Jesus was revealed as the Messiah to John. 
 
Just so we too are identified by our baptism--Identified as being with 
Christ. 
 
ROM 6:3  Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 
 
GAL 3:27  for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 
 
ACT 2:38  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ  
 
Baptism identifies you with Christ…with His death, with His resurrection, 
and with His life…you are standing with Christ. 
 
“Sacramentum” was the word that early Christians used for baptism.  
That word was the same word that Roman soldiers used to describe their 
oath to Caesar.  “We belong to Caesar.”  Xns at baptism, “We belong to 
Christ.” 
 
Baptism was the line of demarcation between the Christ and the world in 
the 1st C.  F. F. Bruce wrote in his history of the early church—“When a 
convert was formally admitted to the early Christian community by 
baptism he made a public confession of his new faith… When he had 
made this confession of Jesus as Lord, he was forthwith baptized ‘into 
the name of the Lord Jesus,’ and was publicly known as a member of the 
Christian community.” 
 
Identified with Christ! 
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After Martin Luther came to grips with grace…after he had discovered 
that he was justified by faith in the finished work of Christ and not by his 
own works…when he would go through periods of doubt or spiritual 
depression he would not say, “I have believed.” Rather he would say, “I 
have been baptized.  I have been baptized.”  He was saying he had been 
identified with Christ…with Christ’s crucifixion, with Christ’s 
resurrection…He had been baptized into Christ. 
 
The significance of the baptism is the spiritual reality not the outward 
form. 
 
Jesus was identified by His baptism, so are we. 
 
III JESUS WAS ANOINTED AND SEPARATED FOR 
     GOD’S SERVICE IN HIS BAPTISM—SO ARE WE 
 
MAT 3:14  But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?" 
15  Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill 
all righteousness." Then John consented. 
   
It is time to answer the question, “Why did Jesus need to be baptized?” 
 
We have seen that John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance.  Jesus 
did not need to repent of anything.  John’s baptism was a sign of 
cleansing from sin…Jesus did not need to be cleansed from anything.   
 
One source of John’s baptism was the anointing system of the Old 
Testament.  Whenever a person of thing was set aside for God’s use—for 
holy use—he or she was anointed. 
 
EXO 30:25  Make these into a sacred anointing oil, a fragrant blend, the 
work of a perfumer. It will be the sacred anointing oil. 
26  Then use it to anoint the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the Testimony, 
27  the table and all its articles, the lampstand and its accessories, the 
altar of incense, 
28  the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the basin with its 
stand. 
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29  You shall consecrate them so they will be most holy, and whatever 
touches them will be holy. 
30  "Anoint Aaron and his sons and consecrate them so they may serve 
me as priests. 
 
God commanded that the priests be anointed and set apart for their holy 
office.  This was the reason Jesus said, “I must be baptized for 
righteousness.”  He was being set apart for his ministry, his calling to be 
Messiah—to be prophet, priest, and King. Jesus had to be anointed. What 
does the Hebrew word “Messiah” mean?  It means “anointed one.”  
What does the Greek word “Kristos—Christ” mean?  It means “anointed 
one.” 
 
Our baptism is an anointing.  It not only signifies the cleansing of sin by 
Christ…it signifies the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Just as Jesus was 
being set apart of His holy calling, in our anointing we are being set apart 
for God’s use.  We are being set apart from the world for holy use. 
 
Now understand, our whole lives are baptized.  It is not that some 
spiritual part of our life is baptized.  Our whole life is set apart for holy 
use.  During the reign of Charlemagne, in the Holy Roman Empire whole 
armies would be baptized.  Soldiers would hold their right hands—hands 
which wielded the sword--out of the water.  In other words, that part of 
their body was not baptized.  They could continue to use their swords for 
ungodly use.  I told that to someone recently and they replied, “Today we 
hold our billfolds up out of the water.”    
 
People, our whole lives have been set apart for holy use.  The surgeon in 
the operating room has been baptized for holy use.  He is to be a 
different vessel, than the surgeon who has not been set apart.  The man 
delivering the newspaper has been set apart for holy use as he delivers 
the paper.  The lawyer arguing a case in the courtroom has been set 
apart for holy use.  The mother preparing breakfast has been set apart 
for holy use.  At every point of every day, you are baptized—set apart for 
holy use. 
 
Several weeks after I had preached a message on this aspect of baptism 
and man came to me who had been struggling with pornography and 
going to topless clubs.  He said that message had changed his life.  He 
said that he began to say to himself when he was tempted, “I have been 
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baptized.  This moment of my life has been baptized.  My eyes, my mind, 
my body has been baptized and right now it is engaged in unholy use.” 
 
When confronted with temptation and sin we need to answer, “I have 
been baptized.  All of me—my whole life has been baptized.” 
 
The significance of the baptism is the spiritual reality not the outward 
form. 
 
Jesus was identified by His baptism—so are we 
 
Jesus was anointed and separated for service in His baptism—so are we. 
 
IV JESUS WAS AFFIRMED BY THE FATHER IN HIS 
      BAPTISM—SO ARE WE 
 
Luke 3:22  and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with 
you I am well pleased." 
 
“Jesus, you are my Son and I am proud of you.” 
 
Most often especially evangelical and conservative Christians to not 
think of God as One who affirms and encourages us.  We think of God as 
one who convicts of sin.  We think of God as one who calls us to 
repentance.  We think of God as one who disciplines us.  But we don’t 
think of God as one who calls to us and says, “You are my child and I am 
proud of you.” 
 
He does that in our baptism. 
 
He rejoices in our baptism. 
 
ROM 8:16  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's 
children. 
 
1 John 3:1  
    How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God!  
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But we say, “How could the Father say that of me?  I am not that good.” 
 
We are not that good and sometimes as His children He does discipline 
us—and that discipline can be hard.   
 
But folks, the truth is that we are never deserving.  Our best efforts are 
but feeble.   
 
Sometimes I think back to messages I preached early in my ministry and 
I am embarrassed—I am glad those messages are not on tape.  Then I 
hear the Father say, “John, aren’t you embarrassed by the one you 
preached last Sunday.”  From His perspective there is probably not much 
difference. 
 
I have two pieces of sculpture in my office.  One is some sort of seal—like 
a seal that swims in the ocean.  The other is an elephant.  Now I have 
other pieces of art that are much more valuable in the market place.  But 
that seal and elephant represent two of my children’s first efforts in 
creativity.  I love those two pieces.  Look what John and Jamie did.  That 
is the way that God looks at our stumbling and feeble efforts to serve 
Him.  Just as the parent loves the efforts his child makes as the child 
seeks to please the parent—so the Father loves the feeble efforts we 
make to please Him. 
 
I have seen some of you as parents at track meets and football games, 
basketball games—and you cheer your children even if they are coming in 
20th in a field of 25 or only get in for one play.   
 
In our baptisms, the Father rejoices.  As we come to the Lord’s Table, the 
Father rejoices.  As we come muddy and dirty with sin to be washed, as 
we come confessing, as we come crying, as we come repenting…The 
Father shouts to all of heaven…That is my beloved child…and I am proud 
of him. 
 
 
 


