
Did The Cross Make God Less Holy? 
(Chapter 7) 

 
In November of 1989 the Berlin Wall and the Iron Curtain collapsed.  The 
events that took place in Eastern Europe that fall changed the course of 
the world. The Berlin Wall was a physical symbol of the Iron Curtain.  It 
said to the world, “No admittance.  You cannot come in here.”  Berlin was 
partitioned in 1945 in the post war treaty that divided Germany between 
the east and the west.  The Wall was not built until 1961. I did not think 
that I would live to see the day that the Berlin Wall would come down.  It 
lasted 28 years.  The Iron Curtain lasted 44 years.  Somehow they 
seemed more permanent than that.   
 
In this chapter we will consider a curtain much larger, longer lasting, and 
more significant than the Iron Curtain.    
 
We read about it in Exodus 26:31-34:  “And you shall make a veil of blue 
and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen.  It shall be made with 
cherubim skillfully worked into it.  And you shall hang it on four pillars of 
acacia overlaid with gold, with hooks of gold, on four bases of silver. And 
you shall hang the veil from the clasp, and bring the ark of the testimony 
in there within the veil.  And the veil shall separate for you the Holy Place 
from the Most Holy.  You shall put the mercy seat on the ark of the 
testimony in the Most Holy Place.” 
 
That is just what Moses did.  In Exodus 40:21 we read: “And he brought 
the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen , and 
screened the ark of he testimony, as the Lord had commanded Moses.” 
 
God erected a veil that represented the wall between His holiness and 
man the sinner.  The Tabernacle and later the Temple was where the 
people came to worship.  It was the central place of worship for the Old 
Testament Church.  At the center of the Temple was the Holy of Holies or 
the Most Holy Place.  It was the room God designed to house the Ark of 
the Covenant and the mercy seat that laid atop the Ark.  The Holy of 
Holies represented God’s presence.   It was where He spoke to Moses 
right after the Tabernacle was built.  It was where His glory could actually 
be seen.  After those first initial meetings with Moses in all of the 
succeeding centuries only one man was allowed to go behind the curtain 
annually.  Only the High Priest was allowed to go into the Holy Place.  He 



would enter with a sacrifice for all of Israel on the Day of Atonement.  
While the High Priest was in the Holy of Holies the people held their 
breath.  He was in the most dangerous place in the land.  Would God, 
who was holy and just, accept the sacrifices of this sinful people?  Would 
the High Priest survive this annual encounter? 
 
Over a thousand years later, the curtain was still in place.  It had 
changed some.  In the Temple that Herod built there were really two 
curtains that guarded the entrance of the Holy of Holies.  They were 
about 60 feet high and 20 feet wide.  They hung about 18 inches apart.  
Even though there were two curtains, they were considered one veil.  The 
fabric was thick and heavy.   
 
On a First Century Friday afternoon, the priests were attending to their 
duties in the Temple.  It was the week of the Passover.  Everyone had 
been tense.  The Prophet from Nazareth that claimed to be Messiah had 
been in the city.  The continuous conflict between the Sandhedren and 
Jesus had finally boiled over.  He had been arrested, convicted, 
sentenced and was right at that moment being executed. It was finally 
over. They could now begin to focus on the events of the Passover 
Sabbath. 
 
Suddenly there was a loud noise that echoed through the Temple.  They 
priests turned and look in disbelief.  The great veil--two thick curtains -- 
60 feet high -- were being ripped right down the middle from the top to 
the bottom.  It seemed like an invisible hand had ripped that elaborate 
cloth like a man would rip a thin rag. The great wall between God’s 
holiness and sinful man had been destroyed.  The barrier into the Holy of 
Holies had been torn. This was not some rebellious, sinful invasion into 
God’s presence. This was God Himself--the One who had established the 
curtain--This was God Himself taking it down. 
 
Sin had always tried to breach that veil.  Evil always wars against God’s 
holiness and has always desired to come in its own right in the Most Holy 
Place.  Aaron’s two sons, Nadab and Abihu, had tried to approach God 
other than the way He prescribed…and they were consumed with the fire 
of God’s judgment (Leviticus 10:1-2).  Their effort was symbolic of Man’s 
endless effort to go behind the curtain…to approach God on his (Man’s) 
own terms…to come into God’s presence as if He were not holy. 
 



Since God put up the curtain men had been trying to tear it down.  Every 
time Israel became enamored with idols or was conquered by pagans the 
Temple would be redesigned.  They laughed at Abraham’s holy God.  
They offered unclean animals for sacrifice. They brought in their temple 
prostitutes and the symbols of their fertility gods and goddesses. They 
would tear down the temple or make it fit their religion… 
 
That effort is constant even to this very hour.  Sinful and soiled man has 
tried to profane God by breaking through the veil with complete disdain 
for His holiness.  We want to become acceptable to God by lowering His 
holiness.   
 
Dr. Klass Schilder wrote three volumes of powerful sermons on the 
suffering, trials, and crucifixion of Christ.  He said this about the curtain:  
“If Satan wins the victory, he will storm into the temple from that profane 
area, introduce the unclean into the Holy Place through the torn curtain, 
and thus make the holy profane...”  What was he saying?  The world is 
always tearing at the curtain, trying to say that whatever is behind the 
curtain is not holy. 
 
Even today there are people who say they are a part of the visible 
Church.  They play fast and loose with the holiness of God.  They preach 
to the pagan, homosexual, the adulterer, the greedy materialist, the 
abortionist, “You are okay and I am okay. God accepts us like we are.  
Come sit with Him and practice your sin…He doesn’t care.” 
 
As long as evil remains in this world it will try to violate the curtain on its 
own term in utter hatred of the holiness of God. 
 
Now we must be quick to note that God did welcome sinners behind the 
veil with a blood sacrifice of His designation. 
 
“Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and 
bring its blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the 
blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy seat and in front of the 
mercy seat.”     (Leviticus 16:15)  Aaron, a sinner, could go behind the 
curtain representing all the sinners of Israel, carrying a sacrifice for  sin. 
Aaron did not dare go behind the curtain without that God designated 
sacrifice. Yet, Aaron was welcomed even as a sinner behind the veil, as 
He was carrying the sacrifice. 



 
Here is the message of the gospel. Here is where we see the gospel in 
the Old Testament.  Jesus was the Lamb of God. He offered Himself as 
the once and for all sacrifice for our sin. What happened to the curtain in 
the Temple when the Lamb was slain for our sin?  
 
 
    “It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the 
whole land until the ninth hour, while the sun’s light failed.  And the 
curtain fo the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud 
voice said, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my Spirit!’”  (Luke 23:44-
46) 
 
“And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.  
And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom.”      (Matthew 27:50-51) 
 
God ripped the veil that He had ordered to be made and hung…ripped 
from top to bottom. 
 
The writer of Hebrews looked at the curtain and the cross and described 
what happened. “But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good 
things that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent 
(not made with hand, that is, not of this creation he entered once for all 
in to the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but 
by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.  
(Hebrews 9:11-12)  Jesus did not go down to the holy of holies in 
Jerusalem and sprinkle His blood on the mercy seat in the temple. He 
went to the very presence of God…taking our place…taking our 
sins…taking our punishment. Then God tore the curtain. No more 
sacrifices were needed. Jesus paid it all.  No more altar…no more 
sacrifices…no more curtain! 
 
The curtain was torn because the flesh and body of Jesus was torn by the 
judgment of God on our sin.  Jesus became the curtain.  The way into the 
presence of a Holy God was no longer through a curtain.  Jesus became 
the way in the Most Holy Place.  We are still sinners.  But we have been 
justified (declared innocent) through the blood of Christ.  Sinner, that I 
am, I can paraphrase Paul’s statement in Romans 8:33, “Who can bring 
a charge against me, for Christ has died.” 



 
So then we are forced to ask the question, “Did the atoning death of 
Jesus diminish the holiness of God?” Sometimes when looking at the 
torn curtain the church has wrongly deduced that the Cross made God 
less holy.  Let’s look at another scene from Revelation: 
 
“And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of 
eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, 
‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to 
come!’  And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and 
thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 
the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne 
and worship him who lives forever and ever, they cast their crowns 
before the throne, saying, ‘Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive 
glory and honor and power, for you created all things and by your will 
they existed and were created.’”   (Revelation 4:8-11) 
 
That is a picture of heaven after the Cross. Is God less majestic?  Is God 
less glorious?  Is God less Holy?  Is God less just?  Is God less 
omnipotent?  Is God less omniscient? The cross does not make us 
wonder less…in truth, the cross makes us wonder all the more.  Here is a 
God who is so holy that He punished His own Son when our sin was put 
on Him.  Now that is truly a God to fear! 
 
All eternity will diminish our wonder.  Go back to that scene from 
Revelation.  Where will you be in that scene?  What will you be doing? 
 
I was visiting a friend in Montana some years ago…he lived near a 
mountain range named Crazy Mountains.  In the late afternoon I would 
stand on his patio and watch the evening sun reflect on those 
mountains.  I did not want to miss it…every afternoon I made sure that I 
was in a position to see the incredible dancing colors on those 
mountains.  There are people who have lived in that valley all their lives 
who no longer stand in awe of that afternoon scene.  They have grown 
accustomed to the majesty of that scene.  This is what strikes me about 
the scenes of heaven we see in Scripture.  The beings of 
heaven…angels…cherubim…and seraphim…they have been looking at 
God for eons…they have seen his majesty, glory, holiness, justice, 
omnipotence, omniscience, grace, and love for ages. Yet their wonder 



never slacks, never ebbs…Maybe they have been in His presence 
millions of years…yet they wonder all the more. 
 
We will be a part of that heavenly scene.  So why are we waiting until 
then to worship with the awe of heaven?  You may be answering, “John, I 
cannot see Him now as I will then.”  You are right; but can’t we see 
enough of Him to wonder just a little?  We are worshipping within the 
veil.  Does our worship reflect the vision we already have?  If you look at 
half a sun, it will still blind you! 
 
 
 


