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What Does Our Worship Say about Our God? 
(Chapter 2) 

   
There is a dynamic worship scene in the first chapter of Revelation.  The 
Apostle John finds himself in the presence of Jesus. “I was in the Spirit 
on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 
saying: ‘Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches: 
to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to 
Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.’ Then I turned to see the 
voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden 
lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, 
clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest.”  
(Revelation 1:10-13) Here is a picture of the truth of the promise made 
by Jesus: When His people gathered for worship He would be there.  How 
did John respond to the presence of Jesus? 
  
First, John was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day…that is where we all 
should be when we are approaching worship…when we are approaching 
the Lord’s Day. 
 
What did John mean when he said that he was “in the Spirit”?  I don’t 
believe he was saying that he was in an ecstatic trance.  John had a long 
history with the Holy Spirit. He had learned from Jesus that the Holy Spirit 
was the one who moved upon his dead heart and brought him to life 
(John 3:1-8). John had been in that room on Pentecost when the Holy 
Spirit came to live among the people of Christ (Acts 2:1-3).  On that 
dramatic day John had remembered what Jesus had prophesied: “…I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 
forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because 
it neither sees him nor knows him, for he dwells with you and will be in 
you.  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  Yet a little while 
and the world will see me no more, but you will see me.  Because I live, 
you also will live.  In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you.” (John 14:16-20)  Since the day of Pentecost 
John had known the presence of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit had 
revealed to John what he could not have known otherwise.  “What no eye 
has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has 
prepared for those who love him—these things God has revealed to us 
through the Spirit.” (1Corinthians 2:9-10)  John knew what Paul meant 
when he spoke of “praying at all times in the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:18).  
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Thus, John, born of the Spirit, indwelled by the Spirit, and taught in by the 
Spirit understandably spoke of being “in the Spirit” on the Lord’s day. 
 
That is how we should approach worship…as men and women, who have 
been born of the Spirit, taught by the Spirit and indwelled by the Spirit.  
We should pray that in our worship we will sing, pray, read His Word, give 
our offerings, and attend His voice in the Spirit. Worship is a spiritual 
event involving our spirits, hearts, minds, and souls…and also involving 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Jan Ignacy Paderewski was a renowned pianist and composer from 
Poland.  He was born in 1860 and died in 1941. Paderewski was also a 
statesman; he served as Prime Minister of Poland.  Once when he was 
scheduled to play, a mother took her young son to hear him. She wanted 
him to be encouraged to continue to study and work on his piano 
lessons.  She was talking to a friend as they sat in the hall before the 
concert.  She did not notice her son slip out of his seat.  When the lights 
dimmed and the audience became silent expecting Paderewski to walk 
onto the stage, the mother was shocked to see her young son already 
seated at the piano.  He was completely oblivious to the audience as he 
began to play “Twinkle, twinkle, little star…”  At that moment the maestro 
approached. He quickly moved to the piano and whispered to the boy, 
“Keep playing…don’t stop.” Then he began to play. While the boy pecked 
the keys with his fingers, the great composer improvised a magnificent 
musical background.  The boy played and Paderewski turned it into 
something wondrous.  That is what the Holy Spirit does in our worship.  
Our singing, our prayers, our offerings are offered up in the Holy Spirit.  
We are looking at Scripture and we see a truth that we have never seen 
before even though we have read the passage hundreds of times…that is 
the Holy Spirit.  Maybe we feel our sin as a weight upon our souls and 
see anew the beauty of God’s grace…maybe we see the cross 
demanding that we forgive someone we don’t want to forgive…that is the 
Holy Spirit. The sacred scene described in Revelation 1 with John on the 
Lord’s Day should be repeated in our worship every Lord’s Day as we 
worship in the Spirit.     
 
Look at the position of Jesus in this worship scene: “Then I turned to see 
the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden 
lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man.”  
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 (Revelation 1:112-13) Jesus was standing in the middle of the 
lampstands.  What were those seven lampstands?  The seven churches 
of Asia…Jesus was standing in the midst of His church…John was in the 
Spirit and saw Jesus.  When the church gathers Jesus is in her midst and 
we are to meet with Him in the Spirit.  
 
How did John respond to the presence of Jesus?  “When I saw him, I fell 
at his feet as though dead.” (Revelation 1:17)  What surprises us about 
John’s response?  This was the disciple whom Jesus loved.  This was the 
disciple in whom Jesus confided.  How many times had they walked 
together beside the lake in Galilee or in the countryside in the evening 
and talked? Yet, John fell in fear at His feet.  This was the Son of God 
and Son of Man in glory. Not long ago an old friend came by to see me.  I 
had moved and he wanted to see our new home.  He wanted to see the 
church I was now serving. I have hunted, fished, played golf, and traveled 
with my friend. Some time had passed since I had seen him.  I hugged 
him.  I was elated to see him. However, I did not fall at his feet in awe 
and reverence.  John had been a special friend to Jesus, but he fell in 
fear at His feet.   
 
John’s response to Jesus revealed what the Son of God was like.  His 
response was in reaction to the Jesus he saw.  Here is the principle: Our 
worship will always reveal what our God is like.  If our worship is a 
response to God’s presence…if our worship is a response to seeing 
God…then our worship will be a reflection of His character and His being.  
Our response is a reaction to His holiness, His grace, His love, His 
transcendence, His glory, and His majesty. If you want to know what the 
God of a certain people is like, go and observe their worship. When John 
fell at Jesus feet overcome by awe, fear, joy, wonder, reverence…we 
know that the God He saw must have been vast, majestic, wondrous, 
glorious, and powerful. 
 
Phoebe is my precocious granddaughter.   I have told Phoebe since she 
was born that she was the best kisser in the world.  I have also told her 
that she was the most beautiful girl in the world.  When Phoebe sees me 
she lights up…her eyes become wide and she laughs…she runs to me 
wanting me to lift her into my arms. She immediately kisses me.  Then 
she waits to hear those words that have been spoken to her since 
infancy:  “Phoebe, you are the best kisser in the world.”  If someone is 
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watching, her response to my presence tells people what kind of man 
Phoebe thinks I am. 
 
As I read Scripture, I love to watch people’s response to the presence of 
God.  Usually what we see is awe and fear. However, along with that 
reverence we sometimes see a sense of joy, sometimes there is a sense 
of guilt—a keen awareness of sin. 
 
All of those different reactions are in the hymns we sing.  Read the 
hymnbook…songs of praise for the creator, songs of praise for the 
Redeemer…songs of thanksgiving for God’s goodness seen in His daily 
provisions for our welfare…songs of meditation as we look at the 
Cross…songs of thanksgiving for giving His son…songs of humility as we 
confess our dependence on Him as creator, sustainer, and 
redeemer…songs of confession as we confess our sin…songs of joy as 
we sing of the blessings of His salvation…songs of wonder as we observe 
His Being and work. 
 
The different attributes of God…the different works of God…are reflected 
in our different responses to His presence.  Here is Jesus in our midst. 
We have watched Him in the Scripture make the blind to see, or stop a 
storm in its tracks, or raise a widow’s dead son to life. What is our 
reaction?  We have heard Him say to us, “If your right eye causes you to 
sin, gouge it out and throw it away.  It is better to lose one part of your 
body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.”  Maybe we have 
heard Him say to the thief in grace, “Today you will be with me in glory.”  
So what is your reaction?  Is it possible that Fred turns to Ethel in the 
midst of such drama…in the presence of such a Jesus…is it possible that 
Fred looks at his watch and says to Ethel… “When will this be over?” 
 
I loved watching Candid Camera as it recorded folk’s reactions to some 
absurd situation.  If the camera was on us in our worship…if the camera 
was on each one of us as we met with Jesus…what would it record as our 
response?  That is important, for it would tell us whether we are 
worshipping the God who is real or if we have created some kind of idol.  
Our worship will reveal the kind of God we have.   
 
If a lion walked down the center aisle of the sanctuary where we worship 
there would be a real stir.  There would be some who would crawl under 
the pews and out the door.  Some would be frozen in their seats…Some 
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would sit and cry in fear…but no one would be looking at a watch or 
wondering when its going to be over…or sitting quietly, and nonchalantly 
in the seat. 
 
The Lion of Judah is present in our worship…walking the aisles.  The 
fiercest lion of Africa is a kitten compared to Him.    
 
 
 
 
 
 


