
Where Can I Go and Meet with God?  
(Chapter 1) 

 
I have a friend who sent out a very unique Christmas card for several 
years.  The front of the card displayed a photograph of my friend with an 
individual of some renown.  One year in the snapshot he was standing 
next to Shaquille O’Neal.  The caption read, “Merry Christmas from 
Bubba and Shaq.  Another year he was standing next to Jerry Brown, 
when he was Governor of California.  The card read, “Merry Christmas 
from Bubba and Jerry. The humor of the card was that these famous 
people had never met Bubba and did not know him.  He just happened to 
be standing behind them or in front of them and had a picture snapped. 
It is unlikely that Bubba could have met and become close to any of 
these well-known individuals.  
 
Most of us have some person of fame with whom we would like to talk.  
We would like to spend time with that certain man or woman who is an 
athlete, writer, or government leader and call that individual our “friend.”    
Yet, we know that our desire will probably never be fulfilled. 
 
That is what is shocking about God’s conversation with Moses recorded 
in Exodus 25: 8 “And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in 
their midst.”  The God of the universe before whom all men pale said to 
His people, “Build Me an abode, and I will live among you…Build Me a 
house, and I will meet with you there.”  Man would have a place to go 
and meet with God. That is astounding.  Most people of position and 
power seek isolation and insulation from the world around them.  The 
message of Scripture is that the Creator of the universe, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
desires to live among His people and meet with them. 
 
“And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.” 
The Hebrew word translated “dwell” means to permanently reside. God 
was saying to Israel, “I will live in your midst.”  
 
Now these ancients of Israel were not theologically naïve.  They knew 
God could not be “contained” in a building.  When Solomon built the 
magnificent temple that was patterned after the tabernacle he spoke of 
God’s immensity in his prayer of dedication: "But will God indeed dwell 
on earth? Behold, heavens and the highest heaven, cannot contain you. 



How much less this house I have built!” (1 Kings 8:27) Thus, they did not 
view either the Tabernacle or Temple as “containing” God. But God did, 
nonetheless, come to that specific Tabernacle and later the Temple in 
Jerusalem and dwell in their midst. 
 
A friend of ours spent over a year building his dream house in the 
country.  There had been many delays that only served to increase his 
family’s anticipation.  The day finally came when the house had been 
completed and he moved into this domicile he had always wanted. That 
is the picture that we have in Exodus.  The artisans of Israel worked a 
long time in building God’s wonderful Tent.  When the last of the work 
was finished…when the last curtain had been hung…God moved into the 
Tabernacle:  And he erected the court around the tabernacle and the 
altar, and set up the screen of the gate of the court. So Moses finished 
the work. Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of 
the LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tent 
of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD 
filled the tabernacle.”(Exodus 40:33-35) God moved into His house and 
made His presence known in the sanctuary He Himself designed and had 
Moses build.   
 
Later, when Solomon finished the Temple in Jerusalem that was an 
architectural wonder, again, the designer and owner visibly moved into 
His house. “And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud 
filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests could not stand to 
minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the house 
of the LORD.” (1 Kings 8:10-11) When the Temple was finished in 
Jerusalem, His presence was visible.   
 
So then, what was their worship?  Worship was what happened when 
they met with the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Worship was their 
response to the presence of God in the Tabernacle and Temple. Israel 
had a place to go to meet with God. They could go the Tabernacle and 
later to the Temple.  The tabernacle was sometimes called the “tent of 
meeting.”  It was where God met with His people. 
 
The Tabernacle of God…the Temple of God was in the midst of God’s 
people.  In cities and towns across Europe and the United States church 
buildings will be found near the center of these municipalities. When I 
was in seminary I was a student minister in Jewel Ridge, Virginia.  This 



was a coal mining community in the southwestern section of the state.    
In the middle of that coal camp was a white frame church building.  The 
people of Jewel Ridge had done what Christians have been doing for 
centuries. Whenever a community was established a church building was 
built in the center.  Why?  Where did they get that idea?  They got it from 
Exodus. They wanted a house of God in their midst. 
 
In the Tabernacle God created what R. C. Sproul calls a sacred space in 
the midst of Israel; it was a holy place where He lived and met with His 
people. The Temple or holy place was not made sacred because it had a 
certain design. Sacred space was sacred space because it was where 
God chose to reveal Himself.  It was where God chose to meet with His 
people. When God spoke to Moses from the burning bush, He said, “Do 
not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which 
you are standing is holy ground.” (Exodus 3:5)   Was it holy ground 100 
years later?  No, it was only holy ground as long as God chose to reveal 
Himself in that specific place. 
 
If I am reading Exodus for the first time, what is the natural question?  
The ancients had their sacred space, but where can I go today and meet 
with God? We don’t have a physical building that God designed like the 
Tabernacle or Temple.  Jesus did not give us an architectural design for a 
specific physical building of brick and mortar where He would dwell and 
meet with His people. 

Where does God live today?  Does He still meet with His people?  How 
does He dwell among His people? Jesus told the disciples that the Spirit 
of God would indwell them.    “And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.  I will not leave 
you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see 
me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that 
day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.” 
(John 14:16-20)   We usually look at this Scripture and individualize it.  
God indwells each of us by His Spirit.  Certainly the Holy Spirit does 
indwell the individual believer.  However, Jesus was also referring to 
dwelling in His Church.  He was saying that he would “tabernacle” with 
His people wherever they gathered. “I will not leave you as orphans; I will 
come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you 



will see me”. We must not miss this.  “You will see Me because I will be in 
the midst of My people.”  On the Lord’s Day we gather not to see each 
other but to see Jesus.  We gather to meet with Him. As He 
commissioned the disciples to go into the world preaching, baptizing, 
and building His Church what did He say? “And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:20) 

At that crucial point in the ministry of Jesus when Peter avowed that this 
Jesus was indeed the Christ, Jesus began to reveal the rest of His plan.  
He spoke to them about how He would build His Church.  Just after that 
in Matthew 18:20 Jesus said, “For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, there am I among them.” Notice He used the phrase “in my name.”  I 
have just moved to a new house in Oakland, Tennessee.  I live at 60 Augusta 
Drive.  If you ask someone in the community they will say, “That is the Sartelle 
house.”  I have put my name there. In the Old Testament God spoke of the 
Temple as the place where He put His name: “Then to the place that the 
LORD your God will choose, to make his name dwell there, there you shall 
bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, 
your tithes and the contribution that you present, and all your finest vow 
offerings that you vow to the LORD.” (Deuteronomy 12:11)  This was 
repeated by Solomon at the completion of the Temple: “That your eyes 
may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you 
have said, My name shall be there, that you may listen to the prayer that 
your servant offers toward this place.” (1Kings 8:29) In Temple of Israel 
God made His presence synonymous with His name, His dwelling was 
where He put His name. Jesus was repeating that truth.  He was saying 
to His disciples… “I will be where you gather in my name.  I will put my 
name where you gather.  I will be present where you gather.” 
 
This is how the Apostles viewed the Church.  The Church, the people of 
God, were the house of God. “So then you are no longer strangers and 
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, 
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you 
also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” 
(Ephesians 2:19-22)  Where the people of God gather in His name, that 
is where He dwells. Can there be any doubt that this is the teaching of 
Scripture?  This has been the orthodox teaching of the Christian Church. 
 



Thus, the catacombs, small houses, upper rooms, and hidden places 
became “holy places” or “sacred space.”  Wherever the people of God 
gathered, Jesus was among them.  
 
Just as there was a moment in space-time history that God moved into 
the Tabernacle and later the Temple, in the New Testament there was a 
moment when God came to indwell His Church. “When the day of 
Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 
there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire 
appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.”  (Acts 2:1-4)  Just as the glory of God visibly 
fell on the Tabernacle and then the Temple, that same glory fell on the 
Church at Pentecost. 
 
So why did Christians begin to build sanctuaries? Why were the great 
Cathedrals built?  If Jesus did not lay down the specific design of a brick 
and mortar building of worship as God did in the Old Testament, why did 
those early Christians build?   
 
Why do families build houses?  Why does your family live in a house?  
Does that house make your family a family?  Does a house automatically 
become a home?  No, your family is a family even if you are living out of 
your car.  We build or buy a house as a structure designed to meet the 
unique demands of a family. Just so the people of God were compelled in 
their devotion to build places to gather to meet with God that reflected 
both the character of the God they worshipped and their love and 
reverence for Him.    Places where the people of God gathered reflected 
the great truths of His gospel.  There are symbols like the cross, the 
baptismal fount, and the Lord’s Table where His people meet. 
 
The Old Stone Presbyterian Church is in Lewisburg, West Virginia.  The 
original builders etched a message in stone above the door: "This 
building was erected in the year 1796 at the expense of a few of the first 
inhabitants of this land to commemorate their affection and esteem for 
the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Reader if you are inclined to applaud 
their virtues give God the glory.”  A church building is built by the people 
of God as a place where they gather and meet with Jesus Christ.  
Wherever they gather, His Name is there.  Wherever they gather 



becomes sacred space, holy ground.  It is not sacred space because 
there is a steeple, pulpit, or baptismal font.  The place is holy as Jesus 
dwells in the midst of His people as they meet in that location. 
 
When you built your house you did not build an office building. When you 
built your office building you did not build a house.  Just as a home 
reflects the daily functions of the family so the church building reflects 
the purpose for which the people of God gather.  Look at the great old 
sanctuaries.  They reflect the transcendence of God.  They reflect the 
holiness of God.  They reflect the mercy and grace of God.  They reflect 
the authority and centrality of the Word of God.  The building shouts to 
the person entering, “This is sacred space. This is where God meets with 
His people.” 
 
Wherever we gather we must hold to this major tenet of God’s teaching 
about worship: When the people of God gather in His name, God is in 
their midst.  He is there to meet with His people and His people are there 
primarily to meet with Him. Many of us miss this as we go to church. We 
do not anticipate really meeting with Him as we come to worship. It is 
easy for us to go to church, participate in a ritual and forget that God is 
there with us.  He is there specifically to meet with us.   
 
There was a rising tennis star who would come to the church I served 
when he was in town for the professional tournament.  The church would 
receive calls wanting to know if this young tennis idol would be in 
attendance that week.  Now we laugh and rightfully observe, “Those 
people were more interested in seeing a sports legend than they were in 
seeing God.” But before we become too critical we need to ask, “If 
Peyton Manning or Tiger Woods came to the church I attend would I go 
home talking about their presence or God’s presence?”  
 
This is what I think has been lost: When we gather in Jesus name God is 
meeting with His people. God, the omnipotent Creator, the omniscient 
controller of every atom, the glorious Designer of the galaxies, the 
Sovereign of the nations is in the sanctuary with us. 
 
 
 
 


